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large parts of China largely because the people in different sections are so
remote from one another that they are not much interested in what hap-
pens elsewhere, and cannot help much, even if they are interested. China's
mere size has been a terrible source of weakness. Only when China has
had a very strong central government has its size given it power.
Peru and Bolivia are so large that each of them is sharply divided into
a relatively progressive plateau section and an extremely backward low-
land section of tropical rainforest, or of jungle and scrub. Peru, Ecuador,
and Colombia have quarreled bitterly over the part of this relatively use-
less territory where they approach one another on the upper Amazon.
Bolivia and Paraguay fought a long war over the part where the Pilco-
maya and Paraguay Rivers afford a waterway from the Atlantic Ocean
to oilfields as well as to scrub forests.
Peru, because of its great diversity, has another conflict. The compara-
tively cool but very dry and narrow plain along the Pacific Coast, with
Lima as its center, wants to encourage foreign trade, irrigation, and the
sugar industry. The cooler and much more inaccessible Andean plateau
is interested chiefly in stock raising and mining.
Brazil possesses so vast an area of rainforest, jungle, and scrub that it
can do little to develop two thirds of its whole territory. So poorly is the
country developed that one can travel in a straight line from the Adantic
Coast westward across the whole continent without crossing a single rail-
road or paved motor road. Starting south of the Brazilian city of Bahia
one would travel about 2,300 miles in Brazil and another 600 or 700 in
Peru to Payta south of Cape Blanco where South America juts farthest
west. All the way one would see little except tropical scrub, savanna, and
rainforest, with some tropical jungle, many rivers, some high mountains,
and finally a bit of desert close to the Pacific Coast. Along a north and
south line, one can travel almost equally far and see almost equally little
sign of modern man. If one starts near Caracas in Venezuela, and travels
toward Asuncion in Paraguay, one will be in Brazil most of the time.
The political problem of how to use these vast waste spaces to the advan-
tage of the utterly different type of civilization found along the coast and
on the eastern plateau from Cape San Roque southward is extremely diffi-
cult. It is complicated by the problem of how to reconcile the predomi-
nantly Portuguese section of the country, extending from Rio de Janeiro
northward, with the predominantly Italian, Spanish, and German section,
extending from Sao Paulo south. Time and again the Paulistas, as the
southerners are called, have been ready to revolt because they claim that
the Rio de Janeiro group does not treat them fairly.
In the United States, Australia, and Argentina mere size and conse-
quent diversity probably make as little trouble as in any large countries.

